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Do you know any rules about dealing with Japanese people?  I’m sure you have heard of the rule about taking off your shoes before entering a house and bowing to say hello, but what else should you know about Japan and Japanese customs?  Here are a few of the do's and don'ts: 
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· It is impolite to eat or drink something while walking down the street.
· In Japan it is impolite to pour your own drink when eating with others – you pour your companion's drink and your companion pours yours.  And, if you don't want any more to drink, leave your glass full!
· Don't stab food with chopsticks or don’t point at someone with chopsticks.
· It is normal to pay a restaurant or bar bill at the register instead of giving money to the waiter/waitress. (There is no tipping in Japan.)
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Japanese people are always on time so DON’T BE LATE for appointments! 
· There is no custom of "Ladies First". 
· Avoid excessive physical contact such as back slapping or hugging.  It’s an invasion of private space.
· Japanese avoid eye contact with people of higher rank as a sign of respect.  
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Japanese often use silence for communication as much as speaking.
· Don’t blow your nose in front of other people.  You should leave the room.
· Japanese people don’t usually like showing their teeth.  So, when they laugh or smile, they cover their mouths with their hand. 
· Gift giving is very important in Japan, but extravagant gifts require an equal or slightly more extravagant gift in return. 
· Don’t open a gift you receive from a Japanese person in front of them.  Wait until you go home first.  
· When someone visits your house and they take off their shoes, it's polite to turn their shoes around (facing the door) so the visitor can put them on easily when they leave. 
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In Japan the whole family uses the same bath water – as a guest you will probably be given the privilege of using the bath water first. Do NOT drain the water out after you have finished your bath.


Write short answers to these questions then discuss as a class:

1. What two Japanese customs surprised you the most?  Why?

CUSTOM 1: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ CUSTOM 2: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Which custom did you like the most?  Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Which custom did you like the least?  Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Are there any other customs you can think of that are not on the list above?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Imagine a Japanese person is coming to your house to stay for a week holiday.  List 10 Australian customs (or if you aren’t Australian, customs from your country) that you would tell him/her before coming to your house.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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