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On what date was the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima by the Americans?
How much did the atomic bomb cost to develop?
The power of the atomic bomb was equivalent to how many million sticks of dynamite?
What was the atomic bomb originally designed for?

Why wasn’t it used against the Germans?
Did Robert Openheimer, (the Director of the project and one of the Scientists who visualised it in the first place) want the atomic bomb dropped?

Who made this quote? “Now I have become death, the destroyer of worlds”

What does ‘Mokusatsu’ mean?

Where did the Americans transport the atomic bomb to before launching their attack?

How was the bomb transported?
What type of plane was the bomb flown on over Japan?

What did they name the plane?

What shape did the cloud form when the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima?

What time of the day did the bomb go off?

Describe what sort of town Hiroshima was at the time before the bomb was dropped.

What happened to the people in Hiroshima when the bomb was dropped?

How did the two girls working in the bank survive the bombing?

How was the city of Hiroshima described after the bombing?

Three days after the bombing, had the Japanese surrendered? Why do you think this happened?
Where did the second bombing by the Americans occur?

How many people were killed in Nagasaki?

What were the Japanese officials concerned about after the second bombing?
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Who was asked to make a decision about whether or not to surrender to the Americans?

What did Emperor Hirohito want?

What did a group of radical soldiers then do when they found out the Emperor wanted to surrender?

Which soldier of the Japanese Army committed suicide because of the Emperor’s decision?

When did World War 2 officially end, due to the surrender of the Japanese?

What started to happen to the Japanese people in Hiroshima just days after the bombing?
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Is there any physical evidence in the city of the bombing? 
List one thing that happens each year in Hiroshima now as remembrance symbol for those who died in the bombing.





ANSWERS

On what date was the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima by the Americans?

6 August 1945

How much did the atomic bomb cost to develop?

$2 billion dollars

The power of the atomic bomb was equivalent to how many million sticks of dynamite?

67 million

What was the atomic bomb originally designed for?

For use against Nazi Germany

Why wasn’t it used against the Germans?

Because the Germans had surrendered from the war a few months before it was ready.

Did Robert Openheimer, (the Director of the project and one of the Scientists who visualised it in the first place) want the atomic bomb dropped?

No, once he realised the severity of it, he didn’t want it ever to be dropped. He campaigned for the rest of his life against it.

Who made this quote? “Now I have become death, the destroyer of worlds”

Robert Openheimer

What does ‘Mokusatsu’ mean?

To kill with silent contempt (Jap government refusing the terms offered by the allies at the Potsdam conference)

Where did the Americans transport the atomic bomb to before launching their attack?

To an island 6 hours flying time south of Japan – called Tinian

How was the bomb transported?

The bomb was transported in secret via a war ship called ‘USS Indianapolis’.

What type of plane was the bomb flown on over Japan?

A US Air Force plane, a B29 super fortress.

What did they name the plane?

Enola Gay

What shape did the cloud form when the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima?

Mushroom shaped cloud

What time of the day did the bomb go off?

8:15am 

Describe what sort of town Hiroshima was at the time before the bomb was dropped.

Hiroshima was an important military port

What happened to the people in Hiroshima when the bomb was dropped?

· Tens of thousands of people near the fireball vanished in a fraction of a second.

· Thousands injured and terribly burned, many were trapped in the rubble.

How did the two girls working in the bank survive the bombing?

The girls were located only 260 metres from the bomb and they had been sheltered by the earthquake proof building.

How was the city of Hiroshima described after the bombing?

· The streets were full of corpses, the whole city was shrouded with smoke

· ‘City of death’

Three days after the bombing, had the Japanese surrendered? Why do you think this happened?

No. Communications were nonexistent. Officials may not have believed the news.

Where did the second bombing by the Americans occur?

It was intended for Kokura but it was too cloudy – instead was dropped on Nagasaki.

How many people were killed in Nagasaki?

More than 50,000 people were killed.

What were the Japanese officials concerned about after the second bombing?

That the devastation would occur again – that Tokyo may be the next target and the Imperial family could be killed. 

Who was asked to make a decision about whether or not to surrender to the Americans?

Prime Minister Suzuki asked the Japanese Emperor, Emperor Hirohito to make a decision.

What did Emperor Hirohito want?

Emperor Hirohito wanted to end the suffering and bear the unbearable.

What did a group of radical soldiers then do when they found out the Emperor wanted to surrender?

Four days later radical soldiers attempt a coup to prevent the surrender. They failed.

Which soldier of the Japanese Army committed suicide because of the Emperor’s decision?

General Anami committed suicide – (‘seppuku’ is a form of Japanese ritual suicide by disembowelment). His note read “My death is my apology for my great crime”. He quoted earlier: “A true soldier would rather die than surrender”.

When did World War 2 officially end, due to the surrender of the Japanese?

15 Aug 1945

What started to happen to the Japanese people in Hiroshima just days after the bombing?

A mysterious illness began to spread. Thousands of people died from the new and untreatable condition which was later discovered as radiation poisoning. The people had no white blood cells. Those worst affected who were close to the centre – or those who drank the black rain.

How many people live in Hiroshima now?

Over 1,000000 million people live in Hiroshima now.

Is there any physical evidence in the city of the bombing? 

· Burn marks on trees

· Shadow of a vaporised man left on a stone

List one thing that happens each year in Hiroshima now as remembrance symbol for those who died in the bombing.

A candle is placed on the river in Hiroshima. Each candle represents the soul of one of the dead.


Radiation sickness has become the single, most disturbing effect of the bomb


About a third of Hiroshima's population was killed within a week of the bombing. Many more have since died through radiation sickness. Between 2,000 and 6,500 children are believed to have been orphaned by the atomic bomb








Is dropping the atomic bomb a reasonable way to have ended World War II? Why 


or Why not? Explain in 3-5 sentences.





Some Facts


WW2 started in Europe on 3 Sep 1939 when Hitler (German) invaded Poland.


Three days later on the 6 September 1939, Britain and France declared war on Germany because they had an alliance with Poland. 


Meanwhile Japan was invading countries – calling it liberation – the Japanese were saying they were doing it to remove the colonials that were taking over these countries.


On 7 Dec 1941 – Japanese launched a surprise attack on the USA naval fleet in Pearl Harbour in Hawaii hoping to destroy the American naval fleet and remove America’s ability to influence the Pacific region. Most of Pearl Harbour was destroyed. 


America then immediately declared war on Japan. As a result, Germany declared war on America because Germany had an alliance with Japan.


As a result – America declared war on Germany. Germany would eventually lose the war because it was fighting on too many fronts against too many powerful nations.


Hitler committed suicide on 30 April 1945, as the Russians surrounded his bunker. A week later with Germany in ruins, it succumbed and surrendered.


The Germans surrendered to the allies of WW2 on 7 May 1945. 








Joseph Stalin was the Head of Russia. 


Winston Churchill was the Prime Minister of Britain.


Harry Truman was the President of the United States.
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