	　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　May 5th is Children’s Day in Japan.  Children’s Day is called 

こども　の　ひ (Kodomo no hi). 


	五月五日

	It used to be a day just for boys, but officially became a public holiday in 1948 and was renamed 

Children’s Day.
	一九四八年

	Families with boys fly enormous kites shaped like carp fish outside their house. The carp is a symbol of strength & success. The largest carp kite represents the father and the smaller carp represent the children in the family. 
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	Girls have their festival on 3rd March.  

It is called the ひなまつり(Hinamatsuri)

or Doll Festival.  
It is not a public holiday. 
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	Children make かぶと (kabuto) with origami. The かぶと represents the strong samurai warriors that children in olden times aspired to become.
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	There is a special song for 

こどものひ (kodomo no hi)

called
こいのぼり　の　うた 

(koinobori no uta)
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やねよりたかい　こいのぼり

おおきいまごいは　おとうさん

ちいさいひごいは　こどもたち

おもしろそうに　およいでる

	One of the special treats to eat on 

こどものひ is ちまき (Chimaki)
which is a rice with meat and vegetables

wrapped in a bamboo leaf. Bamboo symbolizes strength and growth.
	

	One of the special treats to eat on 

こどものひisかしわもち (kashiwamochi)

かしわもち are rice, which has been pounded until it is smooth, wrapped around a sweet red bean paste. They are then wrapped in oak leaves. Oak represents strength.
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	On こどものひ 

Children perform in traditional Japanese plays （げき）such as きょうげん (kyogen) which is a type of comic theatre dating back approximately 600 years.
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げき

	On こどものひ 
special events such as 

こども　オリンピック

(Children’s Olympics) are sometimes held.
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	On こどものひ 
children thank their parents 

and teachers

for all that they do for them.
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	On こどものひ 
families display Samurai dolls or armour 

which symbolize strength & courage.
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