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Read about ‘Ninja’ and then answer the questions:
1. When were ninja active in Japan?  Are there any ninja today?
________________________________________________________________

2. What is a ninja’s job?
________________________________________________________________

3. What is ninjutsu?

________________________________________________________________

4.  List 3 of ninja’s special skills.
一.______________________________________________________________
二.______________________________________________________________
三.______________________________________________________________
5. What is shuriken?  What are they sometimes called in English?
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________

6. What were shuriken used for?
________________________________________________________________

7. Describe how ninja used shuriken.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
8. Would you like to be a ninja?  Why, why not?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Ninja’s job


Until about 150 years ago, ninja were active in Japan.  These ninja were employed by rulers at that time.  They were akin to spies, like “special forces in the military units” undertaking covert missions to gather information on other regions or disrupt enemy operations.  Of course, there is no ninja in Japan today, and they only live on in pop culture such as manga, anime and films. With time, ninja have become something of legend, and known by many people overseas as well.





Ninjutsu: Special Spy Skills


What is amazing about ninja is their unique skills, or ninjutsu, that have been acquired through various specialized training. Ninja were known to easily conceal their identities disguising themselves as merchants, businessmen of their day, or travellers. They could also use a hypnosis technique to manipulate people to do their bidding, to stay submerged underwater for extended periods of time by using a snorkel-like tool and to run without making a sound. When a ninja got stuck in a tight spot or disadvantageous position, the ninja would use as a diversion a fire technique with small balls of explosives made with gunpowder, adeptly using the resulting flash and clouds of smoke to distract their enemies and cover their escape.








Ninja’s weapon


Ninja are also known for their use of shuriken, or concealed metal weapons with sharpened ends that were used for daunting and wounding enemies. Shuriken are sometimes called “throwing stars” in English but, in fact, there are various shapes including straight, stick-shaped shuriken as well as cross-shaped models. Ninja had a very advanced understanding of poison and pharmaceutical knowledge as well, and were known to coat shuriken blades with poison to fatally wound their targets from a distance.




















     (Sentences adapted from ‘Kids Web Japan’)      











