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Tips for learning individual hiragana characters: 
1. Read the “stories” (mnemonics) for remembering the characters. Go to: http://www.canyouchopstick.com/2010/12/hiragana-mnemonic/ Do they help you? 
If not, think up your own stories. 
2. Watch songs (as many times as you like) to help you remember the characters:

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWR1Ziynt8g&feature=fvw
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWHMkItw7-4&feature=relmfu 
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2rT8KhG8Cg&feature=related
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrMkJAzbWQc&feature=related
3. Watch the stroke order of each hiragana. Go to http://onlinenihongo.com/  Write each character while watching and following the correct stroke order.  Write them as many times as you need. (Use the writing practise pages in this booklet.)
4. Play the hiragana games in the “Hiragana Websites” section of this booklet.  
5. Keep a copy of the hiragana chart with you when working on your Japanese.  
6. Any difficult characters you just can’t remember?  
Write the character and its story on paper, stick it somewhere you will see it often e.g. back of the toilet door.

7. Write the characters that look alike next to each other on a piece of paper, label them, add a story below each if it helps, stick it somewhere you will see it often
e.g.　　ぬ　　ね　　
　　　 nu          ne           


8. Create flash cards:
a. Cut out small squares of card board
b. Write on one side of the card board square a hiragana character 
c. Write on the other side of the card board square the corresponding romaji (pronunciation) 
d. Create  4 or 5 hiragana characters to learn at a time
e. Ask someone to “flash” the cards to you – you tell them the pronunciation

Tips for learning how to read words in hiragana:
1. look at the first hiragana character of each word

2. look at the last hiragana character of each word

3. notice the length of the word (count how many characters)
4. look if the word contains any maru (circle)ぱ
5. look if the word contains any nigori (2 strokes)ば
6. As you work on Language Perfect www.languageperfect.com  you will see words written in hiragana.
Listen to them and repeat the word.  Notice the first and last characters, the length of the word, and its shape.     
Hiragana websites

The following websites can also be used to practise your hiragana:

	Hiragana listening practice
Listen to the hiragana, stroke order animations, quizzes practicing selected hiragana.
www.onlinenihongo.com
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	Hiragana interactive
Draw the romaji into hiragana.  Other games too.
(Watch a short advert and then you can play.)
http://www.flashgamecrazy.com/playgame/1245/htlj-hiragana.html
	




	Hiragana interactive: ChipChat
A hiragana game..
http://www.chipchat.com/NihonGo/protect/HiraganaDrill.html
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	Hiragana kakijun
Practice hiragana writing order かきじゅん.
http://homepage2.nifty.com/momo-ch/momonote02.htm 
	



	Hiragana map quiz
Click and drag the hiragana in the correct place.  Answers can be checked and you are given a tick or cross accordingly.
http://www.mapquiz.net/hk/hiragana01/t1.html 
	



	Hiragana master drill
Flashcard drills with reading, character recognition (audio) and typing.
http://japanese-lesson.com/characters/hiragana/hiragana_drill/index.html 
	




	Hiragana matching game
A game where you click on the cards and match the hiragana.  Hiragana have sound.
http://genkienglish.net/genkijapan/hiragana1.htm


	



	

	

	Hiragana match up
Select the hiragana you need to study then match the hiragana with the romaji.
http://www.sakaisensei.co.uk/hotpotato/hiragana_practice_index.html

	



	Hiragana practice                       
A game where you need to click on the hiragana in the correct order.  See who is the fastest! (Requires Adobe Shokewave)
http://tell.fll.purdue.edu/ultimate/hiragana.htm

	



	Hiragana practice   
Put hiragana in the correct alphabetical order. http://www.csus.edu/indiv/s/sheaa/projects/hiragana.html

	



	
	


	
	


	Hiragana writing practise
Practise writing hiragana.  Watch the correct stroke order and write.
http://japaneselanguageculturefood.com/japanese-language-hiragana.htm
	



	
	


	Kana and basic kanji games
Various games for practicing hiragana, katakana and basic kanji. Plus numerous vocabulary pages.
http://www.learn-hiragana-katakana.com/
	




	Kana challenge by Study Japanese
Quick paced multiple choice hiragana and katakana activity.
http://www.studyjapanese.org/games/kanachallenge/

	




	Kana flashcard game
Practice hiragana and katakana with this game. It shows you a flashcard and you need to type the correct hiragana.  It shows you a red smilie if you are incorrect and a green smilie if you are correct.
http://kana.gerke-preussner.de/flashcards.html
	




	Kana frenzy
Invader type game for both hiragana and katakana.  Rather than just letters, you need type an entire word to blow it up.
http://edulift.eu/frenzy/jp/
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	Kana game: Stackana
Practice hiragana and katakana with this Tetris style game.
http://www.xleeque.com/stackana-japanese-puzzle-game.aspx
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	Kana invaders
Practice hiragana and katakana with this invaders type and shoot game.
http://learnjapanesepod.com/kana-invaders/
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	Kana listening
Listen, read and write kana using this useful website.
http://www.coscom.co.jp/ebook/e-kanawork.html

	




	Kana practice
Type the romaji for the hiragana or katakana you see.  You can select to do hiragana, katakana or both. http://www.gyford.com/japanese/

	




	Kana quizzes                
Tests for practising hiragana and katakana http://www.manythings.org/japanese/kana/

	



	Kana recall activity    
Type in the English for the Hiragana or Katakana. http://www.realkana.com/

	




	
	


	


