Summary of Celebrations and Festivals in Japan
Feb 4th
Setsubun – Bean throwing ceremony. Chasing away the evil spirits at the start of spring. Throwing roasted beans around your house and temples and shrines. When throwing the beans you shout “"Oni wa soto! Fuku wa uchi!" ("Devils out, happiness in"). 
Feb 11th
Foundation Day (Kenkoku kinenbi) On this day in 660BC the first Japanese Emperor was crowned.

Feb 14th

Valentines Day

March 3rd

Dolls Festival (Hinamatsuri) Girls Festival. 
March 14th
White day (opposite of valentines) Men give cakes or chocolates to women

May 5th
Children’s day, Boys Festival, Koinobori Festival. Carp shaped streamers hung up outside houses. Make samurai hats, windmills and carp streamers.
March – May 
Spring – Cherry (Sakura) Blossom Festival (Hanami - which means viewing flowers) View Flowers, BBQ, Picnics, tea ceremonies, performing arts.
July (3rd Mon)
Ocean Day (Umi no hi). Celebrate the ocean. Marks the return of the Emperor Meiji from a boat trip to Hokkaido in 1876.

July 7th
Japanese Star Festival (Tanabata). Tradition to write wishes on Tanzaku papers and hang from bamboo branches which are also decorated with colourful paper crafts.
July/August
Obon Day – commemorate deceased ancestors. Three day festival around 15 July to 15 August


6th August
Genbaku Anniversary (Remembrance Day for atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki) Sadako and the 1000 paper cranes story is remembered on this day. 
Aug (July-Oct)

Fireworks (Hanabi) Displays – Symbol of summer

Sept (3rd Mon)

Respect for the aged day (Keirou no hi)

Oct (2nd Mon)
Health & Sports day (Taiiku no hi) On this day in 1964 the Tokyo Olympic Games were opened.

November 3rd
Culture Day (Bunka no hi) A day for promotion of the culture and the love of freedom and peace. On this day schools and government award selected people for their special cultural achievements.

November 15
7-5-3 (Shichi-go-san) Festival for children. Happiness and health Day. Celebrates children’s growth and prays for their future health. Dress up in special kimonos and visit shrines and temples. Eat long tubed shaped sweets that are red and white for good luck and ensure they have long healthy lives.
November 23

Labour Thanksgiving Day (Kinro kansha no hi) Honouring labour.

December 23rd
Emperor’s Birthday (Tennou Tanjoubi). The birthday of the current emperor is always a holiday. If the emperor changes so does the holiday to his birthday.

December 24-25
Christmas is NOT a holiday but an increasing number of Japanese are celebrating it.

