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White Day


White Day is celebrated one month after St Valentines’ day on March 14. This day is celebrated not only in Japan but also in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea" \o "South Korea" �South Korea� and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan" \o "Taiwan" �Taiwan�.  On White Day, men who received � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chocolate" \o "Chocolate" �chocolate� on Valentine's Day return the favor and give gifts to women usually being さんばいがえし (sanbaigaeshi) or  "triple return", since the gift the boy gives is supposed to be three times the value of the gift received initially.


The holiday began in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965" \o "1965" �1965� when a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshmallow" \o "Marshmallow" �marshmallow� maker started marketing to men that they should pay back the women who gave them chocolate and other gifts with white marshmallows. Originally it was called Marshmallow Day, which was later changed to White Day. The white marshmallows gave the day its name but other kinds of presents such as candy, flowers, etc. have become more popular over the years.





Valentine’s Day


St. Valentine's Day is celebrated on February 14. St. Valentine's Day was imported to Japan in 1958 by a Japanese confectionery company. Valentine's Day is mainly for the girls to present chocolates (either store-bought or handmade) to the boy of their choice. 


The concept of ぎりちょこ(Giri-Choko) which translates as "Obligatory Chocolate", has also developed, where a girl will give chocolate to those close to her (co-workers, for example) but in whom she has no romantic interest.
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